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CULTURE
    DO WE NEED

CULTURECUTS
When a part of society gets 

under pressure 
Why do we need culture? Since the Dutch gov-
ernment announced to cut the cultural budget, 
the sector has been under distress. 
Many artists fear that this might affect their work. 
But why is it a bad thing if this sector is slimmed 

down a bit? What happens when artists don’t get 
the support of the public? This is what we want 
to find out: Ctrl, our magazine, is focusing on the 
situation of artists who are affected by the cuts. 
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Editorial Staff: Merve Artkıy (Photo Essay); 
Amanda Kalf, Tess Kanters, Thomas Hissink Muller 
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Since the Dutch government announced cuts in the cultural budget last year, people working in the cul-
tural sector started to form groups and online platforms to protest. “Re-Set” is one of them. Its spokes-
person, Mariska van der Berg, explains why it is important that people start to talk about values and 
development in society.  

They are marching in the streets, silently holding question 
marks made of cardboard in their hands. They have different 
backgrounds – some are students, some work as artists or 
teachers. However, it is one feeling, which unites these protes-
tors: Concern. 

Mariska van der Berg is one of them. Together with her col-
leagues of “Re-Set” she initiated this wordless march through 
the streets of Amsterdam. 
It was summer 2010, just before the newly elected Dutch con-
servative government announced cuts in the cultural budget, 
when van Berg and six other artists decided to take action. 
Since then, they have organized demonstrations and founded 
an online platform to raise awareness and start a discussion 
about what they call “alarming developments in the political 
climate”. 

Populism, xenophobia, anti-intellectualism and the spread of 
right winged ideals. According to van der Berg, these are the 
phenomena which characterize the direction of recent politics 
not only in the Netherlands, but in the whole of Europe. “The 
right populist climate undermines not only the work of artists. 
It is against the idea of diversity in society and otherness”, says 
the spokesperson of “Re-Set”. 

Although frustration with the budget cuts in the arts (see in-
fobox) brought the group together, their primary concern is 
not monetary: “We are concerned about the direction of our 
society in general. With our platform we want to clarify the 
position of artists and the cultural sector and its responsibility 
for society”, says van der Berg. 
With “Re-Set”, they want to inform the public and connect indi-
vidual artists with each other. “They are the most invisible group 
in the discussion and most of them are entrepreneurs who are 
especially affected by the Dutch cuts in the cultural budget.” 

Clash of two ideas 

Basically, it is a battle between two ideas of what society 
should look like: One supports success and contributions with 
economic values. The other seeks collective action to support 
work which might not find a place on the market. Van der Berg 
and her colleagues of “Re-Set” are in favor of the latter one: 
“We have the idea that life is more than going to work, eating 
and earning money. Do we want a society which only recog-
nizes economic values?”

But how does this climate affect artists and other people work-
ing in the cultural sector? According to van der Berg, the re-
cently elected Dutch conservative government focuses and 
supports work, which has proven itself on the markets. “In this 
situation, still unknown and more experimental work will suf-
fer in this climate, and also the development of talent.” 

In which direction should society evolve? 

According to media reports, the Netherlands Broadcasting 
Music Centre, which runs three orchestras, a choir and a li-
brary, is to be disbanded. 
Also the Concertgebouw, Amsterdam’s great concert hall, has 
already warned that its future is in doubt without income from 
performances that are staged there by, for example, the Neth-
erlands Radio Philharmonic Orchestra. 
“The current developments threaten the basis of develop-

ments in the cultural sector”, says van der Berg. Imagine if
there is no room and support for new ideas, innovative devel-
opment and experimentation. What would that kind of society 
look like?” 

Questions, which van der Berg and her colleagues of “Re-Set” 
don’t want to answer, but discuss. Therefore, they also provide 
a selection of analysis and opinions of several experts and writ-
ers on their website. 

However, although more and more people start to talk about 
the issue, initiatives like “Re-Set” haven’t had a political impact 
yet, says van der Berg. Nevertheless, the members of “Re-Set” 
will continue their silent protests on the street, raising ques-
tion marks into the air. “We need to raise a collective voice 
– not only for cultural sector, but for the wellbeing of our so-
ciety.”

Links: http://www.platformre-set.nl/  

Dutch Culture Cuts:  

In October 2010, the Dutch government announced cuts 
of 200 Million Euro from arts spending over the next four 
years – more than 20 per cent of the total budget. 
Subsidies for the visual arts and orchestras should be cut 
by one third while the performing arts, museums, 
libraries and films should get 25 per cent less funding. 

While established museums and libraries are expected to 
be protected from the worst of it, members of the 
performing arts and particularly the music-sector fear 
their cultural institutions will be dismantled. Since then, 
artists and musicians have formed groups and online 
platforms and went on to the streets in protest.  

A question of direction 

By Martina Powell  
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“Do we want a society which 
only recognizes 

economic values?”

“The current developments 
threaten the basis of 

developments in the cultural 
sector”

Pictures: Platform re-set 
Members of re-set protest on the street. 

http://www.platformre-set.nl/ 
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Rules of the street
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One striking feature about the street musi-
cians at the Noordermarkt in Amsterdam is 
how they show respect to each other. They 
have their own system, which is adapted by all 
of them: When a musician comes to the desig-
nated area first, other musicians have to wait 
in a row to play their music. They all abide. 
Even if they don’t have written rules to follow. 
Street musicians at the Noordermarkt keep 

close relationships with people who show 
interest in listening to them: They greet each 
other, talk and even invite their listeners to 
take part in the show. For local people, the 
intimacy of the relationship between street 
artists and shoppers of the bazaar seems to be 
part of everyday life. 

Street artists mostly don’t depend on subsi-
dies of the government and thus, it is unlikely 
that the cuts in the Dutch budget will affect 
their work directly. However, according to 
people working in the cultural sector, the 
political climate towards artistic contributions 
has changed. They wonder how the relation-
ship between street performance and their 
audience will develop. Photos & Text by Merve Artkiy 
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De Balie 
Over the coming years, the Dutch government will 
economize on culture. They will cut 200 
million Euro off the culture budget of 900 million. 
That is almost one forth. 

Subsidised art and cultural organisations will have 
to find a way to cope with this loss of income. 
In Amsterdam, political and cultural debate 

centre ‘de Balie’ is one of the organisations that will 
be hit by these new policies.

We asked one of the program directors what ‘de 
Balie’ will do to find other sources of income and 
why culture is important in our society.
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The importance of art, debate
and culture

Interview with David Glas
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“People often think the programs I make are 
provocative. I don’t. ”

Thomas Hissink Muller: editor,  Amanda Kalf: editor &
Tess Kanters: interview, camera and text

Screenshot of the video

http://youtube.com/wathch?v=vclUGseMMn0&feature=player_embedded

	Button 6: 
	Button 3: 


